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Driving Licences 

 Anyone that registered as required in 2020, yet had their application refused as their TIE was 

dated 2021, will be able to acquire a new licence. The authorities have been instructed that all 

TIE’s, regardless of the date, must be accepted. Those affected will either be contacted directly 

by their local DGT office in the next 2 weeks or will be required to make a further appointment 

to complete the exchange process. For these people only, the deadline for completion of the 

exchange – without the need to take a Spanish driving test – will be extended to the end of 

2021. 

 If you failed to register with the DGT prior to the end of 2020 as required, there is no change 

to the deadline. Your UK driving licence is only valid until the 30 June 2021. However, 

discussions between the British and Spanish authorities are still ongoing. In order to keep 

updated with any new developments, we recommend you sign up for direct email alerts from 

the Embassy here 

 

 

 

 

Travel 

 If you are planning to travel, or are expecting visitors from the UK, the Embassy recommend 

you check in to their Travel advice regularly to keep up to date: 

o Check out the Foreign Travel Advice for Spain here 

o Travel advice for the EU, Switzerland, Norway, Iceland & Liechtenstein here 

o Entry requirements for Spain here 

o Spanish Ministry of Interior advice on ‘letter of invitation’ here 

o Spanish ministry of Interior advice on entry requirements and conditions here 

https://www.gov.uk/email-signup/?topic=/world/living-in-spain
https://www.gov.uk/foreign-travel-advice/spain
https://www.gov.uk/visit-eu-switzerland-norway-iceland-liechtenstein
https://www.gov.uk/foreign-travel-advice/spain/entry-requirements
http://www.interior.gob.es/es/web/servicios-al-ciudadano/extranjeria/regimen-general/carta-de-invitacion
http://www.interior.gob.es/es/web/servicios-al-ciudadano/extranjeria/regimen-general/carta-de-invitacion


 There has been considerable confusion following media coverage of the carta de invitación. 

The Embassy confirmed that this is an EU-wide rule for all third-country nationals & has been 

in place for many years. It is up to each EU member state to decide on what checks they wish 

to put in place for visitors. The carta de invitación is not an obligatory document required to 

prove the length of/reason for a visitor’s stay.  

 It is entirely at the discretion of individual border authorities as to what they will ask visitors or 

what border checks will be put in place. All visitors need to be prepared to answer the 

following questions should they be asked: 

o What is the nature of your stay? 

o How long are you staying for & do you have a return ticket? 

o Do you have sufficient funds to finance your trip? - (holding a credit card enough) 

o Where will you be staying? 

 The carta de invitación is merely one of the options that proves where a visitor intends to 

stay. To date, the Embassy are unaware of any cases - despite a recent increase in the number 

of UK arrivals – of anyone experiencing problems at border control for not providing a carta de 

invitación. Should you be aware of anyone experiencing such issues, they would be very keen 

to know about it. 

 

 

 

 

Residency 

 Both the Spanish & the British authorities are encouraging all those with the old green 

residency documentation or card to switch to the new TIE, though there is no obligation to do 

so – your Withdrawal Agreement (WA) rights are exactly the same. The benefits of switching 

are: 

o the durability of the card 

o having photo ID - recognisable across the EU  

o your WA rights are visible, so hence easier for other EU countries to recognise/easier to 

travel in general 

 Extra resources have been put in place in some areas – notably in the Alicante province – to 

deal with the backlog. It is not necessary, where you have the choice, to go to the nearest 

police station in your province, so if you are able to travel a bit further, you may find it easier 

to get an appointment. Your nearest office may have a backlog, but your second nearest may 

have nobody waiting at all. 

  



 
 

 


